
Florida Tropical Fish Farmers Association

Breeder’s Award
The FTFFA’s annual show is for 

profession fish farmers. Here 
Rick receives the Breeder’s 
Award trophy from Allan Levey
of the Wardley Corp. for Ps. 
saulosi.
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This months cover:  Features the

red-sided Aulonocara sp. Raised 
at Florida Exotic Fish Sales by 
Rick and Tamela Biro.  It is not a 
wild species, as the coloration is 
due to selective breeding.  This 
color variation is being used to 
enhance the color of Albino 
Peacocks produced from wild 
stock imported from Mbenji Island, 
Lake Malawi, Africa. 

Photo by Harry Grier.
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Red Zebra – June 1989 Cover

Another award winning specie 
from Lake Malawi, Africa bred on 
the So. Florida farm of Florida 
Exotic Fish Sales.

This specimen is actually of better 
color than the wild version 
because it eats a special diet 
created to enhance color, 
breeding performance and the 
fishes health.
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July 1988 cover

L. fuelleborni was among the first 
specie of the Labeotropheus

fishes imported from Lake Malawi 
in the early 70’s.  It was an 

immediate success and sought 
after by hobbyists and breeders 

world-wide.  The marmalade 
fuelleborni won the “Best of Show” 
award at the Florida Tropical Fish 
Farmers Association industry wide 

competition and was 
photographed for Aquarium 

Magazine in 1988.



…read an 
excerpt 
from this 
article on 

the 
following 

page.



From this article…
What follows is a brief accounting on 

how the strain was developed by Rick and 
Tamela Biro, owners of Florida Exotic Fish 
Sales.

“Albinism is one of the most common recessive mutations 
encountered in our hobby, although it occurs infrequently in the world.  
Mutations such as albinism, that may have little survival value in the wild, 
do have great survival value in the tropical fish hobby because it is a trait 
that we as humans, desire in our aquarium fish.

The original strain of Albino Peacock that was offered to 
hobbyists a decade ago, was the result of a natural recessive mutation 
carried by the first Imperial Yellow Peacocks collected in t he waters 
around Mbenji Island, Lake Malawi, Africa and shipped to the United 
States.

Albino Peacocks were never imported from Lake Malawi, 
Africa, but a new Peacock, native to the waters around Mbenji Island in 
Lake Malawi was.  According to Rick Biro, the new strain of Peacock was 
called “Imperial Yellow Peacocks.”  Hidden among the genes of the first 
wild-type Imperial Yellow Peacocks was a gene for albinism; albinos 
were found in the first spawns of these Peacocks – about a dozen males.  
Their appearance was followed by an intensive two-year breeding 
program at Florida Exotic Fish Sales.  The albino strain initially proved to 
be quite prolific.

Sufficient stocks were built so that they were introduced in 
1987 and entered into the FTFFA Profession Fish Show.  There, they 
won the Best New Egg layer Class and were the featured fish on FAMA’s
cover.”
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